
Nikita V. Petrov 
 

CURRICULUM VITAE 
 
Field of research  
 

 
Folklore Studies and Anthropology  
Subfields:  

Russian Folklore; Origin and structure of epics (Russian Byline); Origin of new Russian folklore 
in the Soviet era; Russian traditional folklore; Folklore and ethnography of Siberia, Northern and 
Central Asia; Comparative studies of Siberia, Asia, and North America; Structure of Siberian 
belief legends and mythological narratives; Motif-indexing; Mnemonic devices in Folklore 

 
Current position 

 
2013 – present time: Senior Researcher in Laboratory of Theoretical Folkloristics School of 
Advanced Studies in the Humanities Russian Presidential Academy of National Economy and 
Public Administration http://www.shagi.ranepa.ru  
2009 – present time: Senior Lecturer, Department of History and Philology& Centre of 
Typological  and Semiotic Folklore Studies, Institute for Advanced Study in the Humanities,  

Russian State University for the Humanities; http://www.rsuh.ru  
2013 – present time:  

 
Visiting 
appointments  

 
2009 
Visiting Researcher, Enzyklopädie des Märchen Arbeitsstelle der Akademie die Wissenschaften zu 
Göttingen (Supervisor: Prof. H.J. Uther ) 

 
Professional 
Experience 
 

 
2009 – present 

Senior lecturer, Institute for History and Philology, Research Laboratory of Folkloristic; Centre 
for Typological and Semiotic Folklore Studies Russian State University for the Humanities. 

2007-present 
Methodologist, Institute for History and Philology, Russian State University for the 
Humanities. 

2003 -2007 
Lecturer of Humanities Department of Nonprofit Educational Organization “All-Russian 
Summer School for Gifted and Talented Children”. 

2004 – 2010 
Lecturer at Summer Folklore Schools by Center of Typological and Semiotics Folklore Studies 
- www.ruthenia.ru/folklore/schools.htm  

  
Education 
 

 
1999-2004 

Undergraduate student  in Department of Philology and Journalism, Pomor State University 
(Arkhangelsk) www.pomorsu.ru/, Arkhangelsk, Russia. Specializations: Russian Language and 
Russian Literature; Teacher   

 
 

2004 
Diploma (M.A. equivalent)  “Figure of the epic hero in the Icelandic patrimonial sagas and in the 
Arkhangelsk’s bylines (experience of the comparative analysis)”  

the supervisor: Prof. Yuri A. Novikov, Dr. Natalia V. Drannikova  
grade: A+ 

 
 

2004-2007 
Postgraduate student in Institute for Advanced Study in the Humanities (Center of Typological 
and Semiotics Folklore Studies), Russian State University for the Humanities 

2007 
Ph.D. Thesis in folklore and language studies:  

"Semantic and narrative elements in Oral Russian Epics: Models of Epic Narrative", at RSUH, 
the thesis supervisor:  Prof. Sergei U. Neklyudov  

 
Teaching 
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http://www.shagi.ranepa.ru/
http://www.rsuh.ru/education/section_228/section_8790/section_8891/section_1791783/
http://www.ruthenia.ru/folklore/schools.htm


Experience 2013-present 
Course "Mnemonics techniques" in Capable People (Moscow) 
2007-present 
Course “Russian Folklore” (jointly with Assistant Professor A. Moroz) for senior undergraduate 
students; course “Comparative Mythology” (jointly with Professor E.Novik), course “The Poetic of 
Narrative Genres”. Department of History and Philology and Centre for Typological and Semiotic 
Folklore Studies, Institute for Advanced Study in the Humanities in Russian State University for 
the Humanities 
2006-2013 
Teacher in Russian Language, Training specialist and Supervisor in Educational Company FTK 
(now renaming Unium), Course “Mnemonic and Analitcal Reading”. 

Awards 
(international 
foundations 
only)  
 
 
 
 
 

 
2013 
The research grant Russian Foundation for Fundamental Research and Belarusian Republican 
Foundation for Fundamental Research: The Language and Folklore of the Russian-Belorussian 
Borderlands: Areal Structure of the Ethnocultural Zone 
2011 

The travel grant of Centre franco-russe de recherche en sciences humaines et sociales de 
Moscou to Écol pratique des hautes etudes Centre d’études mongoles et sibériennes, Paris 

2009 
 The research grant of DAAD in Enzyklopädie des Märchen Arbeitsstelle der Akademie die 
Wissenschaften zu Göttingen 
 

Fieldwork 
Experience 

 
1999-2014 

Folklore Expeditions: Russian North (Mezen’, Pechora, Pinega, Kargopol, Kena, Velsk Areas) 
2014 
   Folklore Expeditions: Belorussia (Mogiljov and Vitebsk Areas) 
2013 

Folklore Expedition: Smolensk Area (Velizh) 
Folklore Expedition: Latvia (Latgalian Area) 

2012 
Folklore Expedition: Belorussia (Grodno Area) 

2011 
Folklore Expedition: Ukraine (Chernovtcy Area) 

 
Publications (in 
German only, 
please see 
complete list in 
Russian here) 

 
2011 

Petrov N. Wachstum Übernatürliches W. (Mot. T615) // Enzyklopädie des Märchens. 
Handwörterbuch zur historischen und vergleichenden Erzählforschung. Akademie der 
Wissenschaften zu Göttingen. Berlin; Boston: Walter de Gruyter, 2011. Band. 14. Lieferung 1. 
S. 175-178.  
 Petrov N. Weselowski A.N. In.: Enzyklopädie des Märchens. Handwörterbuch zur historischen 
und vergleichenden Erzählforschung. Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Göttingen. Berlin; 
Boston: Walter de Gruyter, 2011. Band. 14. Lieferung 1. S. 395-398. 

Address 
 

Office                                                  Home  
Russia,  125 267 Moscow,                   
Miusskaya sq. 6.                                   
(495) 2506139 (office)                       +7(926)2077301 
(095)2505109 (fax) 
nik.vik.petrov@gmail.com 
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http://capablepeople.ru/search/tag/9
http://unium.ru/teacher/227425/
http://www.ruthenia.ru/folklore/personalpages/petrovrus.htm
mailto:nik.vik.petrov@gmail.com
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